
We are Actively Seeking NEW Members  
to join us on the Committee or just to help in the estate 

 

We require a Treasurer to take over next year from the excellent work Tom Hunt has done for 

us all.  Also we could do with extra help on the occasional door distribution, subscription collec-

tions and green fingered types.  For the main committee, we meet just one evening meeting a 

month. We need extra hands to help out around the estate. If you can spare sometime or 

want to help contact us at :   info@jra.me  or private message our Facebook page 

Tidy Districts 2016 Results 
Whilst we came very close the following are the judges comments that we received in October: 
 
“You have wonderful planting around the street signs which are tastefully edged with wooden plinths or granite stones, 

the flowering plants which are of a nice mix add a lovely splash of colour. The properties and gardens are maintained to a very high standard throughout with few 
exceptions. Damaged walls and weedy driveways in a couple of locations really impact badly on an otherwise well-presented and manicured estate. 

 
The majority of verges are kept to a very high standard with a little bit of length to most which will give native flowering plants a chance to establish and offer 
pollen to our ailing pollinator species (once spraying isn’t used). However there were a couple of areas where large weeds were present in a driveway and a couple 

of verges which were clearly not managed at all.  There were minor instances of litter in a couple of places and a bag which most likely contained dog waste 
thrown into a hedge. A small amount of ‘pen’ graffiti discovered on a street sign. The fact that this was the only incident found is proof that your quick reaction to 

graffiti is paying off. 
 

There is great community participation within the estate with lots of actions being undertaken. The most heart warming is the support offered to senior citizens, it 

would  be interesting to learn how this is implemented.  The links with the council, strengthening of relationships with local businesses, engagement with the Na-
tional Spring Clean and in particular your links with Clonkeen College are highly commendable. You might consider joining the PPN (Public Participation Network) 

a framework for public engagement and participation. 

 
The website and Facebook page is up to date and very informative, the newsletters are interesting and available to view from the website. Do you host open public 
meeting for non-committee members to have a say or are there other forums for community feedback?  The links with the local schools is commendable it would 
be interesting to know how the resident group are supporting the development of land behind the church as mentioned. It’s particularly impressive to learn of your 
partnership with Clonkeen 

 
College who have demonstrated to be wonderful ambassadors within the community by earning Green Schools status. The website shows evidence of young volun-

teers helping out with the clean-ups and planting events. This will help install a sense of community pride which will hopefully live with them long into the future.  

Your plans to support the local wildlife through the provision of nesting boxes and wildlife boxes point to a positive association with your natural environment. The 
plants around your street signs provide much needed nectar, you might want to consider the 
 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan which contains a wealth of knowledge for community groups seeking to manage and enhancing residential areas in a more pollinator 
friendly manner with plenty of guidance on suitable flowering plant species and may be something you could consider and encourage local residents to take note 

of. 
 
Overall a brilliant entry in what is a highly competitive category.” 

Our Scores 

Welcome to our Autumn issue and with the cold weather returning 

we ask you to keep an eye out for our elderly neighbours.  Clearing 

up leaves off footpaths, before they become slippy or buying grocer-

ies, fuel and calling in occasionally throughout the winter would be 

welcomed. 

What do we do? 

As a private estate that has minimal support from the council, we are all responsible for our estate.  This includes the tidiness 

and up keep of the estate which can only be achieved with all of us coming together through volunteering and annual subs.   

 

For 2016, so far we have had a very high subscription. Our Committee is made up of unpaid volunteers and our primary goal is 

to keep the estate looking good.  With your contributions we fund a contractor to cut the public verges that are not outside 

individual houses.  We also fund the flower beds and work closely with DLRCOCO to deal with local issues from planning to 

the park. 

Johnstown 
Autumn 2016 Newsletter 

Residents Association 

Committee members are:  Chairman, Redmond O’Leary, 22 Auburn Avenue 01 235 4942; Secretary, Diar-

muid Byrne, 4 Granville Road, 01 285 2243; Treasurer, Tom Hunt, 12 Doonsalla Park;  John Hurley, Larry Lo-

han,  Lisa Lowry, Maureen Murphy, Conor Peoples, and Jack Rogan 
Johnstown Residents Association represents all 745 households  in the Johnstown Estate, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 

Granville Road,  Granville Crescent, Doonsalla Drive, Doonamana Road, Woodley Road, Johnstown Road,  Johnstown Avenue, 

Johnstown Park, Johnstown Grove, Rochestown Avenue, Woodlands Road, Woodlands Avenue,  Woodlands Park, Wood-

lands Drive, Granitefield,  Oakdale Drive, Doonanore Park, Doonsalla Park, Auburn Avenue, Auburn Road and The Maples. 

As part of an initiative to improve our security, you will read 

about our new messaging system on the back page, exclusively 

for residents.  This will be reviewed at our AGM to get feedback 

of the effectiveness amongst you all. 

We welcome any ideas from you to help improve our 

estate and we are asking for new committee 

Members to join us and help continue the great work 

that  all our volunteers do for the estate. 

 

Redmond O’Leary 

Chairman 
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Security Tips 
Tip 1: 

To prevent letterbox access at night, simply fit a letter box lock 

to the inside of your  front door.  They are readily screwed into 

your door and stops the flap from opening, which helps pre-

vents “fishing” of keys whilst your asleep.  These are available 

on eBay. 

 
Tip 2: 

As recent burglaries prove, many door locks allow entry in sec-

onds.  Ensure your front and back door locks are “Anti-Bump” 

and “Anti-Snap”, look for SS312 and Kitemark TS007:2014 

standards.  If you are DIY competent standard PVC locks cylin-

ders can normally be easily replaced once you measure as per 

online/Youtube instructions.  Otherwise get in contact with your 

local Locksmith.  The pictures show a brand “Avocet ABS” 

which also use keys that cannot be easily replicated. 

1. Drink alcohol responsibly. Wherever the 

celebration - Everyone should promote 
safe behaviour. 
2. Plan your night out, tell someone where 

you’re going & when you’ll be back. 

3. You, your family or friends should never 
walk home alone, remember safety in num-
bers. If you have no other option, walk in 

well lit areas. 
4. Take care when carrying your handbag, 

smart phone or tablet in crowded areas. 
Keep them in a safe location, within view. 

5. Watch out for pickpockets in crowded 
areas. Keep handbags zipped and don’t put 

your wallet in your back pocket. In bars 
and restaurants take care about where you 
store coats and handbags. 

6. At ATM’s, only take out as much money 
as you need. Cover your pin number and 
call the Gardaí if you believe the machine 

has been compromised. 
7. Take care of your Christmas shopping 

and never leave it unattended, especially in 
your car. 
8. Park your car in secure, well lit areas and 

make sure to lock it. 
9. Avoid burglaries at Christmas – Secure 
all doors and windows and use your alarm. 
10. Don’t leave Christmas presents in view 
from the outside of your home. 
11. If you’re expecting deliveries, always 

make sure someone is there to collect it or 
arrange for a trusted neighbour to take it 

in. 
12. If you’re going away for Christmas, 
make your home look occupied, leave a 
light on and get a trusted neighbour to 

check on your property. 

NEW JRA Message Alert service for residents 

1/3 of food we buy is wasted ! 

Average €700 savings per household 

 

All of you will be receiving a 2017 Calendar for free 

from DLRCOCO & the EPA as a result of our work in 

the initiative.  It will provide tips and pictures shared by 

residents throughout DLR. 

 

Their website www.stopfoodwaste.ie has some excellent 

material , videos and advice including composting tips. 
 

Autumn Estate Maintenance 
We ask all residents to check that none of their hedges or trees are encroaching on the 

footpaths and as the leaves fall, to sweep them up.  The council no longer sweep footpaths 

and only collect dirt with a road sweeper, when the roads are clear of cars.  So its up to all 

of us to stop the leaves collecting and turning into slippery piles of mush!  If you are unable 

to due to health/mobility, then please ask a neighbor or contact a member of the committee 

and we will seek help for you. 

We have put in place a central phone number to receive and send messages.  It will be on a trial basis until next 
years AGM and has two aims, alert people of break ins and make people aware of any suspicious activity. 
 
There are two ways to communicate: 
1) Viber.  For those with Smartphones we will add you to the closed group.  This will allow “Many to Many” 

conversations  OR 
2) Text Messages.  For those with standard text phones, you will be sent text messages with alerts that JRA 

receive in.  If you wish to share information for us to distribute on a Robbery or Current suspicious activity, 
then text us. 

 
If you want to participate,  email your Name, Address & Mobile phone number to info@jra.me or 
post to 22 Auburn Avenue and let us know whether you want Viber or Text Alert.  We will then 
validate your name against our address directory, if you are representing an elderly relative and 
wish to take part please contact us in addition with the address details of the relative within the 
estate. 
 
Finally, this is a trial but especially with the Viber group, we ask that messages comply with standard digital eti-
quette and common sense.   
 
So please: 
 ONLY messages that specifically state Suspicious Activity or   

share details of a robbery/break in/theft 
 No messages on Lost animals or general chat ... keep that for our Facebook page or email us  
 No need for “Thanks” or other comments as this can overwhelm all recipients with  

Our Local Garda stations are: 

Cabinteely 01 666 5400 

Dun Laoghaire 01 666 5000 

Our two Community Garda based in  

Cabinteely are: 

Demot O’Mara and Caroline Sheridan 
Image courtesy of freedooom at FreeDigitalPhotos.net 

12 Garda Tips 
for Christmas 

Food Waste and Recycling 

Check out our website www.jra.me and our  

“Johnstown Residents Association” Facebook page  

for information throughout the year 

Yes I would like to be added to the JRA Text Message Alert System 

Name:    ____________________________ 

House Number & Road : ______________________________ 

Mobile Phone number: __________________________ 

I understand my details will be held by JRA for the purposes of sending me texts.   
Just cut out and drop into 22 Auburn Avenue. 


