
All who help, including sub-

scription collectors, distributors 

and committee members are 

unpaid volunteers. 

 

We ALWAYS welcome help, to 

spread the work and also to 

take on new challenges in our 

estate. 

 

Just drop us a line to in-

fo@jra.me or send a PM on 

Twitter or Facebook! 

 

Is there something you 

want done on your 

street?  Drop us a line   

to info@jra.me or send 

a message via our 

Facebook or Twitter 

account.  We welcome 

ideas to help improve 

our area. 

Tidy Districts 2017 
 

We had the best community turnout in May for our Annual Tidy Up 

and we are continuing a number of improvements into the early Sum-

mer.  Here are some pictures from the recent community work. 

Text & Viber Alert is 
Live! 
 
Last Autumn we started a Text & Viber alert system and we 
have put up Community Alert posters at key entrances to the 
estate. 
 

We have put in place a central phone number to receive and send 
messages.  It has two aims, first to alert people of break ins and secondly to make 
people aware of any suspicious activity. 
 
There are two ways to communicate: 

1) Viber.  For those with Smartphones we will add you to the closed group.  
This will allow “Many to Many” encrypted conversations   

OR 
2) Text Messages.  For those with standard text phones, you will be sent text 
messages, with alerts that JRA receive in.  If you wish to share information for 
us to distribute on a Robbery or Current suspicious activity, then text us. 

 
If you want to participate,  email your Name, Address & Mobile phone number to 
info@jra.me or drop a note to 22 Auburn Avenue and let us know whether you want 
Viber or Text Alert.  We will then validate your name against our address directory, 
if you are representing an elderly relative and wish to take part please contact us in 
addition with the address details of the relative within the estate. 
 
We ask that messages comply with standard digital etiquette and common sense, so 
please: 

• Only messages that specifically state Suspicious Activity or 

share details of a robbery/break in/theft 

• No messages on lost animals or general chat ... keep that for 

our Facebook page, Twitter or email us  

• No need for “Thanks” or other comments as this can over-

whelm all recipients with constant alerts of new messages 

Collection for our annual subscription is taking place this month and into June 2017. 
Please place the subscription in the envelope dropped into your letterbox, which will then 
be collected by a local volunteer collector. 

The fee remains the same as last year, €20 per household. You can add €25 if you wish 
your front grass verge to be cut by the contractor we use. Feel free at any time to drop 
your envelope to Diarmuid Byrne at 4 Granville Road if that suits and remember you can 
always set up a standing order with the association if you prefer to pay by that method. 

€20  annual subscription is being collected currently.  
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR 

Our thanks to John at The Patio Centre. 

 

We encourage residents to support our local busi-

nesses including The Patio Centre who have 

sponsored the production of this newsletter! 

 

They are at The Hills Centre, Johnstown Road. 

Phone : 01 235 0714 

eMail : info@thepatiocentre.com  



AGM 
2017  
 
Our Primary 
Goals  
 

SAFETY FOR OUR CHILDREN 
 

An overwhelming conclusion on ensur-

ing the safety of our children was the 

main outcome of our recent AGM. 

 

We have three priorities for 2017: 

1) Seek progress on the instating of a 

footpath on the far side of John-

stown Road, including the addition 

of further speed detector signs. 

2) Seek to constrain the speed of driv-

ers and those “rat running” up 

along Woodlands Road, ideally 

with the installation of speed detec-

tion signs. 

3) Seek new signage to warn drivers 

attending the local primary school 

along  Auburn Road, Doonsalla 

Park and Doonsalla Drive. 

These are being pursued with the assis-

tance of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 

County Council, our local councilors 

and Gardaí. 

 

There are many more issues to be ad-

dressed such as speeding throughout the 

estate including Granville Road, crime 

attention and reduction, new features 

and amenities for  us all living within 

the 750 houses from Oakdale Drive to 

Doonanore Park. 

 

At the AGM we also got to thank Frank 

Farrelly who stepped down from the 

committee after over twenty years of 

helping us all.  Pictured are Redmond, 

Frank, Cormac Devlin and Jack.  

Staying Safe! 
 

We recently met up with our local community Garda, Dermot O’Hara and Sgt Angelene 

Confrey to get some up to date advice at a local policing forum.  There are three public 

forums, Central Dun Laoghaire, Sandyford/Stepaside and Loughlinstown/Shankill/

Ballybrack.  These allow the community to contribute to local policing and seek infor-

mation. 

Of all our advice there is one that stays on 

top, if you see suspicious behavior, don’t 

hesitate and ring the local Gardaí.   

 

For some reason a lot of people feel they 

don’t want to ‘bother’ the Gardaí or perhaps 

they feel no action will happen. 

 

However, in the JRA we are constantly told 

and hear at public forums, that the Gardaí 

need and want us to call in. 

 

Some examples of things you should call in: 

• Anti social behavior 

• Door callers touting with some intimi-

dation 

• Suspicious behavior of person(s) on foot 

or in cars/vans 

• Bins getting burnt out 

• Items stolen from cars, sheds, or gar-

dens 

 

PLEASE ring the Gardaí in Cabinteely or 

Dun Laoghaire. 

 

The Gardaí react on a priority basis but they 

do follow up all issues.  If residents are call-

ing in and a trend becomes visible , then 

more policing will be applied to an area.  

Each day there is a review of all calls logged 

and incidents in the previous 24hrs by Dun 

Laoghaire Gardaí.   

 

If we want to secure more policing we need 

to be logging this issues with them.  Then 

statistics become more accurate too! 

 

To quote Inspector James Murphy 

“The little things add up...but we need 

to know...help the Gardaí and ring us” 

More tips: 

• Don’t use the services of anyone who 

calls to the door.  Always get refer-

ences from those you know personally 

or are a reputable company.  We have 

had recent examples of residents who 

used the services of roofers, drive 

cleaners, gardeners and either have 

been overcharged, or poor work and 

even one who was assaulted! 

• Check your cars are locked at night. 

We have had a spate of unlocked cars 

having small items stolen. 

• Don’t post your holiday plans or 

flights/travel you are taking, on social 

media .  Check your privacy settings. 

• Ask your neighbours to help keep an 

eye out if you are going away and 

help ensure the house doesn't look  

like you are away. 

• Have your door locks changed to ones 

that meet the latest security standards 

• Get an inside lock for your front door 

letter box to stop it being opened at 

night. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

...how the Community Employment (CE) programme and SOLAS 

(previously FÁS) helps Johnstown. 

One of our longest serving committee 

members, Larry Lohan was involved in 

the 1980s with establishing the Commu-

nity Employment Programme. 
 

We recently met with Kevin who is 

Groundsman as part of CE and has been 

tending our estate as part of his remit under 

the guidance of Larry for the last 5 years. 

His role involves looking after the Church 

Grounds, the ongoing internal set up of the 

Pastoral centre, tending to hedges, plant-

ing, weeding, clean ups and also tending to 

our own green areas throughout the estate 

in all seasons. 

 

He explained that the CE is designed to 

help people who are long term unemployed 

to get back to work.  It offers part time 

work, for up to 19.5 hours, within commu-

nities and a small supplement is paid on 

top of welfare which allows time for the 

individual to work hours beyond this. 

 

During this time Kevin has built his own 

skills and qualifications that will allow him 

to set up his own business or be employed 

by a company. 

 

Kevin is very appreciative of the support 

he has received from Larry and the flexibil-

ity that the CE programme has afforded 

him.  Many of you may recognise him, and 

now more of you are aware of the breadth 

of help we get in tending to our estate! 

WILDLIFE in 
JOHNSTOWN . 

 

We held a Bio-Diversity session in the May that opened the 

eyes of attendees to the richness of nature around us locally. 

Nuala hosted the session and this is one of her articles: 

The Value of Dandelions! 

The dandelion (caisearbhán as Gaeilge) is a native wildflow-

er that is not always welcome in our lawns. It is easily 

recognised with its bright yellow flowers blooming from 

March each year. This wildflower produces flowers all the 

way through to October. However, by April we have often 

cut the grass either in our lawns or along our roadside verges 

so its flower is seen less frequently.  

Apparently, the dandelion gets its name as its deeply lobed 

green leaves look like lions teeth.  Dandelions do not need to 

be pollinated by bees to produce seeds as they produce their 

seeds asexually.  This means that the offspring arise from a 

single organism and therefore the new offspring are genet-

ically identical to the parent plant. One reason that dandeli-

ons are not always welcome in our gardens is the fact that 

they have a long tap root that is difficult to pull up when 

weeding.   

Traditionally, dandelions were a valued wildflower, the 

leaves were regularly used in salads to increase digestive, 

kidney and immune activity while the roots were made into 

a tea said to be good for treating constipation. Today we 

more frequently use over the counter medicines, rather than 

relying on these traditional remedies for our health as many 

of our wildflowers can be affected by the use of herbicides 

in our local area.   

However, for the dandelion it has another benefit to our 

communities and that is it is a valuable source of nectar for 

bees.  Bees are Ireland’s most important pollinators of crops 

producing food for us to eat, however the Varroa mite has 

affected their populations. One way you can help Ireland’s 

bee populations is to leave dandelions 

flower in both early Spring and late 

Autumn in your garden as this will 

provide the bees with a source of 

nectar.  

More information on the Bog of Allen Nature Centre 

is at www.ipcc.ie, phone 045-860133 or e-mail 

bogs@ipcc.ie. 

HOT OFF 
THE PRESS 

All 100% OF RESIDENTS ON 

WOODLANDS ROAD WANT TO CUT 

SPEEDING DRIVERS. 

Following the AGM, with thanks to our local councilors and 

DLRCOCO, we have secured an upcoming audit of Woodlands 

Road for traffic volumes and speed, before the schools break 

up.  Also we have been promised new “slow” signage for Au-

burn Road, Doonsalla Park and Granville Crescent. 

Our Local Garda stations are:  

Cabinteely 01 666 5400,  

Dun Laoghaire 01 666 5000 

Our community Garda based in  

Cabinteely is Dermot O’Mara. 

Picture is of Diarmuid and Larry 

paying tribute to Peter Dunne, who 

passed away in March.  Peter volun-

teered with JRA for 25years and 

looked after the area pictured as you 

entered Granitefield. May he rest in 

peace. 


