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Dear Residents, 
 

Please find attached the latest edition of the DLR Residents Newsletter; 
we trust you’ll find the contents interesting and informative.  
 

DLRCC Grant Scheme 
The deadline for the DLR grant scheme is this Friday 13th October. Full 

details are available on the DLR website.  
 
In this edition 

You’ll learn how DLR groups performed in the Tidy Towns Competition, 
who won the Tidy Districts Competitions, why a group of residents in 

Leopardstown have seen the light! Plus how our local pollinators are 
overcoming their own housing crisis!   
 

Halloween 
We have a Halloween special where we’re asking residents to be mindful 

during this festive period especially with handing over their waste to third 
parties. You’ll also find a few tips for making the festivities a little more 
fun!  

 
Upcycle Exhibition and Competition 

October is Re-use Month and to celebrate we’re hosting a competition 
with the Dún Laoghaire IADT (Institute of Art Design and Technology) 
with some great prizes on offer for resident groups.   

 
What’s going on? 

I would love to hear about your actions. Please email Dean Eaton 
deaton@dlrcoco.ie if you have a story you want to share. 

 
Dean Eaton 

Acting Environmental Awareness Officer 

mailto:environ@dlrcoco.ie
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Dalkey 2017 Tidy Districts Winners  

Dalkey Tidy Towns were deserved 
winners of this year’s competition having 
undertaken significant work on a number 

of major projects including efforts to 
redevelop Sorento Park and Bullock 

Harbour. They also facilitated a Gum 
Litter Awareness campaign in partnership 
with local schools and hosted an 

exchange visit for Wicklow Tidy Towns 
teams at which they shared their 

experience of tackling graffiti an issue 
that no longer plagues Dalkey. Here they 

are receiving the Tidy Districts trophy 
from Cathaoirleach Cllr. Tom Murphy.  
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Recognising excellence 
This year 35 Resident Associations, Tidy 
Towns and Estate Management groups 

entered the Tidy Districts competition. 
Judging took place during July with our 

judges visiting estates twice to get a true 
appreciation of the efforts put in to 
maintaining and enhancing participating 

estates. At total of 23 prizes were 
awarded at the ceremony. Some of the 

winners are pictured here with their 
prizes a limited edition print produced by 
local artist Tony Gunning, with the 

original now in the possession of Dalkey 
Tidy Towns.   
 

This is how we do it!  
Resident groups produce display 

boards which showcase their efforts. 
These provide inspiration to other 
groups seeking to enhance their 

estates. This year the most popular 
projects were nature programme with 

dozens of new pollinator friendly 
flower beds springing up throughout 
the county 

Want to get involved in the Tidy 
Districts competition? To learn more 

please email environ@dlrcoco.ie  
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Stop Food Waste Challenge 
Over the last few months and continuing 
into the New Year, DLRCC organised a 

series of Stop Food Waste Challenge 
workshops. Residents learnt how to 

reduce their food waste by making and 
sticking to shopping lists, smart 
shopping, storing food properly and 

taking care of portion sizes. If you want 
to organise a workshop or take part in 

one please email environ@dlrcoco.ie for 

more details.  

20,000 calendars were distributed to 
households via community groups and 

schools. Did you find the tips useful? We’d 
love to hear your comments. Who knows if 

there’s enough interest we might organise 

another one.   

 

Tidy Towns 

Our Tidy Towns teams achieved great 
success in this year’s competition. 
Dalkey Tidy Towns won a Gold Medal 

whilst Cabinteely and Shankill won 
silver medals. In addition Foxrock Tidy 

Towns were recognised as the best 
Dublin based Tidy Towns team within 
their category.  
 

 

 

 

Calling all volunteers 

All our local Tidy Towns and Resident 
Groups need volunteers. Perhaps you 

have green fingers, or an interest in 
nature, perhaps you know your way 
around Facebook. Your skills and interest 

will be warmly received. Maybe you can 
only give an hour or two a month. We 

assure you all assistance however great or 
small will be most welcome. You’ll be 
helping make the place you live better 

with the added bonus of making new 
friends. 
 Why volunteer?  

There are many reasons why people 

volunteer, here are a few: 
 Contribute to a cause 

 Make a difference 
 Use your skills in a productive way 
 Find purpose or feel involved 

 Enjoy a meaningful conversation 
 Help others. 

Don’t be the person to volunteer only if 

everyone else does…  
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Seeing the light! 

A group of residents from 
Leopardstown decided they wanted to 
do something about climate change. 

With the assistance of the 
Environmental Awareness Officer, the 

group sought quotes from several 
leading Solar Panel companies. Having 
secured quotes the group is now 

formulating plans to install a number of 
large Photovoltaic Panels on their roofs 

which will provide some of their 
electricity needs and heat their hot 

water.  

Inspiring! We hope so…  

 

 

A Bugs life 

On Saturday 30th September over 40 residents 
attended a Pollinator Friendly Workshop in 
Marley House. Participants learned about the 

importance of bees (and other pollinators) and 
how we can best help them. Here are a couple of 

tips: 
 Reduced spraying, this will have the 

biggest positive benefit.  

 Leave dandelion flowers (especially in the 
Spring) to help queen bees build strength 

at the start of the season.   
Many estates have created pollinator friendly 

displays and some have installed bug hotels! It 
was interesting to learn that the small version 
(see left) offer better over wintering protection 

than their larger alternatives.  
Want to know more about pollinator friendly 

gardening? We hope to have some exciting 
announcements in the New Year… 

Recent campaigns 
Over the summer the Council ran two radio campaigns 

and we’re currently running a cinema campaign.  
One campaign encouraged responsible dog owners to 

pick up after their dogs which attracted a great deal of 
attention thanks largely to the catchy nature of the 
tune. If you want to listen to it, please feel free to use 

this link https://youtu.be/tGQo0FsYRVk   
Be warned it’s very catchy!  

We’ll be happy to stop playing it once people pick up 

after their pooch…     

We’ve also been alerting residents to only 

use legal waste collectors. Legal waste 
collectors must display their waste licence 

number on flyers and receipts.  
Giving waste to an illegal collector can lead 
to a €5000 fine for the householder if their 

waste is found dumped, even if it wasn’t 
dumped by them.    
  

https://youtu.be/tGQo0FsYRVk


 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Bonfires 

Please do not hand over your waste to 

illegal waste collectors or for use in 
bonfires. If you’re aware of waste being 

stored for burning please alert the council 
by emailing environ@dlrcoco.ie or by 

phoning 01 2054817  
 
 

 

 
Bonfires are very dangerous for wildlife, 

especially hedgehogs which often crawl into 
them to sleep. They are also very bad for 
people and the environment with the 

pollution they create. Rather than having a 
bonfire there are plenty of other things to do 

like dressing up and hosting a party.   

  

Finger food or brain food? 
Rolled ham with a flaked 

almond for the finger nail 
make for some gruesomely 

tasty finger food!  
Peel the green rind off a 

seedless water melon, and 
then slice off the bottom so it 
sits on a plate. Finally carve 

channels in the melon. Brain 
food anyone?    

Hiding in plain site 
It has been a tradition 
for hundreds of years to 

dress up in costume and 
wear masks to avoid 

attention from the spirits 
of the other world who 
visit the living realm on 

All Hallows Eve. So 
when you dress up this 

Samhain will you be able 
to convince all the other 
ghosts and ghouls that 

you are real? 
 

Ghost hunt 
This really fun Halloween game 

involves hunting for paper ghosts. An 
adult makes the ghosts out of 

paper/card before hiding them around 
the house/estate. The children are 

then asked to hunt for the ghosts, 
when the ghosts are found the children 
must capture them and bring them 

back to their bowl for safe storage. But 
because it’s not safe to handle the 

ghosts the children must move them 
using a straw and suction power. The 
child who collects the most ghosts wins 

the game and becomes the champion 

ghost hunter.  
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Upcycle Competition 

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 

is hosting an upcycle exhibition in 
partnership with IADT (Institute of Art, 

Design and Technology) at the Lexicon 
Theatre this January. 
 
  

We're looking for Community Groups to 

produce Upcycled* items for display in 
the exhibition. 

* reuse (discarded objects or material) in 
such a way as to create a product of 

higher quality or value than the original 
 

 

The 5 best designs will win €200 for 

chosen community group. The winners 
will also see their work on display at the 

exhibition (23rd - 27th January). 
What's more the designers will receive a 

plus one invite to the most prestigious 
Victorian Garden/Tea Party of the 

year, hosted by the Lord and Lady of 
WEEElandia! The Party will be held 

on Tuesday 23rd January 2018 in 
the Lexicon Theatre.  
 

 

 

To enter the competition please 

email deaton@dlrcoco.ie a photo of 
your design no later than Friday 

20th October.   IADT will judge the 
entries on Wednesday 25th October.  

Let your imagination run wild and create 
wonderful new uses for those items 

you'd normally throw away and help 
inspire others to find new uses for every-

day household items. 
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